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Happy New Year!!! 

The work of the archaeologist is to save lives; to go to some senseless mound of earth, some hidden 
cemetery, and thence bring into the comradeship of man [and woman] some portions of the lives of this 
sculptor, of that artist, of the other scribe; to make their labour familiar to us as a friend; to resuscitate 
them again, and make them to live in the thoughts, the imaginations, the longing, of living men and 
women; to place so much of their living personality current side by side with our own labours and our 
thoughts.                                                                                                                             W. M. Flinders Petrie (1904)  

 
President’s Note 

Shawn Bubel 

 
Happy New Year everyone! 2019 is going to be a busy year for the 

Archaeological Society of Alberta. Be sure to watch for information 

about activities and events happening across the province through our 

various media outlets, including the ASA Newsletter.  

We would like to formally welcome Colleen Hughes, our new Provincial 

Coordinator. She has been an active member of the ASA for several years and 

brings a wealth of experience in public education and outreach to the 

position. We are excited to have her with us and look forward to working with 

her!  Colleen's enthusiasm and energy are infectious so we hope you will have 

the opportunity to meet her in person soon.  

 
Archaeological Society of Alberta 2019 Conference 

 

January 2019  

Provincial Newsletter No. 32 

The Lethbridge Centre is hosting the Archaeological 

Society of Alberta 2019 Annual General Meeting 

and Conference from April 12-14, 2019. 

 

https://arkyalberta.com/
https://arkyalberta.com
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Introduction to the New Provincial Coordinator 
 

 Colleen Hughes is the Archaeological Society of 

Alberta’s (ASA) new Provincial Coordinator. She 

graduated from the University of Calgary with a Master 

of Arts in Archaeology and also holds a Bachelor of 

Communication Studies with an emphasis on 

photojournalism. Colleen has worked in the NWT, 

Nunavut, Saskatchewan, and throughout Alberta on 

various cultural resource management and academic 

archaeological projects. Colleen’s interest in archaeology 

was piqued when she was in middle school, where the 

curriculum was then focussed on Aztec and Mayan cultures, and at that age 

she was unaware of the intriguing archaeological work unfolding right here 

in Alberta. Now, she’s in the middle of it!  

Colleen lives in Calgary with her husband, Keith and their super-cute 

cat, Matrix (who is named after soil matrix not the movie). Her love of travel 

has taken her to South Asia, the Middle East, Europe, and throughout North 

and South America. Her career choices have taken her down many 

interesting paths as well, from doing outreach work with older adults, being 

an executive assistant at a national law firm, creating a photojournalism 

magazine, working at an 

interior design firm, to finally, 

doing a photo essay on the 

Cluny Fortified Village site in 

2009. And the rest, they say, 

is history.  

 As the Provincial 

Coordinator, she hopes to 

build excellent working 

relationships with a variety of 

groups and people interested 

in archaeological across 

Alberta. She can be reached at 

arkysocietyalberta@gmail.ca.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Do you have photos of past archaeological 

activities that you would like to share? We’d love to publish them. Otherwise, 
pictures of cats will have to do…  

Field school at Cluny Fortified Village. photo by Colleen Hughes  

mailto:arkysocietyalberta@gmail.ca
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Publications and Other Interesting Reads 
 

Archaeological Society of Alberta publications – The 

ASA has a series of published books for sale on the website. 

Please check out the Gold Book Series here and other 

publications, like the ever popular Record in Stone: 

Familiar Projectile Points from Alberta here.  

 

The newest Occasional Paper for the Archaeological Society 

of Alberta (No. 15), Medicine Wheels of the Plains and 

Rocky Mountains, is now available. Please see attached 

order form for more information. 

 
 

Archaeological Society of Alberta Provincial Awards and Grants 
 

The Archaeological Society of Alberta provides two awards: Distinguished 

Service Award and the Johan (John) Dormaar Award. The ASA also 

provides research/special activity funding with the Archaeological Society 

of Alberta Grant Program. Click on the award/grant title to be directed to 

ASA guidelines. 

 

Johan (John) Dormaar Award: 
Nomination and application deadline: 

March 1st for presentation at the 

AGM Nominations are accepted 

throughout the year.  

Award: $1,000.00 

 

Distinguished Service Award: 
Nomination and application deadline: 

Nominations should be received by the 

nomination committee by the end of 

the calendar year prior to the 

Archaeological Society of Alberta’s 

AGM.  

Award: TBA 
 

Archaeological Society of 
Alberta Grant Program for 

research assistance and special 

activities: 

Application deadlines: January 15th 

and September 15th annually 

Research grant: up to $10,000.00 

Special activity grant: up to $5,000.00 

 

Have Kit, Will Travel 
The Archaeological Society of Alberta can 

provide a portable archaeological items education 

travel kit that is available to ASA Centers for use 

at community events or school visits. It is a great 

hands-on kit that makes “touching” the past 

possible. The kit includes items such as bison 

skulls, fire broken rock, hafted arrow, and much 

more. Contact the Provincial Coordinator for more 

information.  

https://arkyalberta.com/goldseries.php
https://arkyalberta.com/books.php
https://arkyalberta.com/files/ASADormaarAwardGuidelines.pdf
https://arkyalberta.com/files/ASAServiceAwardGuidelines.pdf
https://arkyalberta.com/files/ASAGrantGuidelines.pdf
https://arkyalberta.com/files/ASAGrantGuidelines.pdf
mailto:arkysocietyalberta@gmail.com?subject=ASA%20Travel%20Kit
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$50.00ea plus $15.00 postage, add $8.00 postage for each additional book. No GST! 

 

Medicine Wheels of the Plains and Rocky Mountains (Volume 15 2
nd

 Edition) 

 

______ Quantity   x     $   50.00        +    $_________Postage   =    $________Total 

 

Cheque or Money Order only 

 

Payable to the Archaeological Society of Alberta or (ASA)  

Ship To: (Please Print)  Send Orders to: 

Name ________________________________________________ Archaeological Society of Alberta 

Address ______________________________________________ 
c
/o Carol McCreary 

_____________________________________________________ Box 35 

_____________________________________________________ Turner Valley, AB  

  T0L 2A0 

CONTENTS 
Introduction for Medicine Wheels of the  

Plains and Rocky Mountains 

Brian O. K. Reeves and Margaret A. Kennedy 

 

Many Island Lake (EbOm-1) 

John Brumley (Ethos Consultants Ltd.) 

 

The Ellis Site (EcOp-4) 

John Brumley 

 

Benjamin Ranch Site 

John H. Brumley 

 

The Long Site 

John Brumley, Ted Birnie and Rebecca Kallevig 

 

The Darkhorse Archaeological Project 

Barry J. Dau (1996) 

 

Twin Peaks Medicine Wheel (EcOp-51) 

Trevor R. Peck and Dean Wetzel 

 

Medicine Wheels of the Plains and Rocky Mountains 

Compendium 

Brian O. K. Reeves and Margaret Kennedy 

 

Plains and Rocky Mountains Medicine Wheel 

Indices 

Edited by  

Brian O. K. Reeves, Margaret A. Kennedy 

and Joanne L. Braaten 
 

Soft Cover, 385 pages, 2018. 

32 Tables, 109 Figures and 62 Plates  

ISBN 978-0-9691030-9-1 
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Archaeological Society of Alberta  
Center Speaker Series  

Open to Members of the Public (it’s also free!) 

 
BODO tbd 
Members meet at Bodo (April - October) 

and Provost (November - March) on the 

third Wednesday of every month, except 

December. Meetings are held at the 

Provost Recreational & Culture Centre in 

the Alberta Room. Doors open at 7:00 pm 

and the Guest Speaker begins at 7:30 

pm. Read more. 

 

CALGARY January 16th  
The Calgary Centre talks take place on the 

third Wednesday of the month, in Room ES 

162 (Fall) & ICT 121 (Spring) at the 

University of Calgary. The talks begin at 

7:30 pm. Read more. 

Presenter: Dr. Elizabeth H. Paris 

(University of Calgary) 

Title:  Ancient Maya Lithic 

Technology in the Jovel Valley of 

Chiapas, Mexico 

 

EDMONTON   January 9th 
Members of the Edmonton Centre meet at 

the Strathcona Branch of the Edmonton 

Public Library. The guest presentations 

start at 7:00 pm.10 Read more. 

Presenter: Andrew Lints (University 

of Alberta).  

Title: Piecing Together the Past 

through Pottery: Diet, Activities and 

Lifeways. 
 

LETHBRIDGE  January 15th 
The Lethbridge Centre speaker series 

meets in the Community Room at the 

Lethbridge Public Library on the first 

Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm.  Read 

more. 

Presenter: TBA 

RED DEER   January 9th 
The Red Deer Centre holds regular 

meetings on the second Wednesday of the 

month from October to April. The meetings 

are held in Room 1328 at Red Deer College, 

and start at 7:00 pm. Read more. 

Presenter: Carrie Dennett and Larry 

Steinbrenner    

Title: Nicaragua archaeology and of 

the Guanacaste Archaeological Project 

and Field School 
 

SOUTHEASTERN   January 16th  
Invited speakers present their research 

and knowledge to the members on the 

third Wednesday of every month.   

Meetings this year will be at Medicine Hat 

College in the Crowfoot Room stating at 

7:00 pm. The Crowfoot Room is in the 

purple F wing section, near the north 

entrance. Click here for a map of the 

college. Read more. 

 

The January 16th talk will be held at the 

Medicine Hat Esplanade Arts and Heritage 

Center. 

Presenter: Colleen Hughes 

(Archaeologist) 

Title: “What’s in a Name”: An 

Investigation into Inuit Landscapes 

with Archaeologist Colleen Hughes. 

 

 

 
 

Deadline date for the February/March newsletter submissions is January 15, 2019. 

https://arkyalberta.com/bodo_speakers.php
https://arkyalberta.com/calgary_speakers.php
https://arkyalberta.com/strathcona_speakers.php
https://arkyalberta.com/lethbridge_speakers.php
https://arkyalberta.com/lethbridge_speakers.php
https://arkyalberta.com/reddeer_speakers.php
https://arkyalberta.com/files/MHC_Map.pdf
https://arkyalberta.com/southeastern_speakers.php
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Archaeological Society of Alberta Center Activities  

 
EDMONTON 

Everyone is welcome to the 

Edmonton Centre’s executive 

meetings. The meetings are held on 

the 4th Wednesday of every month 

at 7:00 p.m.  in the Institute of 

Prairie Archaeology near the south 

end of HUB mall on the University 

of Alberta Campus.  

 
Introduction to Beading Workshop  

Hosted by ASA Edmonton and 

facilitated by Krista Leddy. 

JANUARY 26  1PM to 4PM at 

MacEwan University, Edmonton 

AB 

Tickets cost $40.00 and can be 

purchased on Eventbright here and 

information is also available on the 

ASA Edmonton Center’s Facebook 

page 

--------------------------------------- 

This is a workshop for ASA 

members from all centres and 

participants will be provided with 

beads, needles, thread, beading 

substrate, wool fabric, and a basic 

pattern. Participants will be taught 

the two-needle method of beading 

and the one-needle method will be 

demonstrated.  

 

Krista Leddy is a proud Métis 

woman whose family comes from 

the historical Métis communities of 

St. Albert and Lac St. Anne. She 

currently calls 

amiskwaciywâskahikan home. Her 

beadwork is influenced by the 

beautiful teachings and patterns of 

her Métis ancestors and brings the 

spirit of the women who created 

before her into all of her pieces, 

whether they are traditional or 

contemporary in nature. Krista also 

teaches Métis who are reconnecting 

with their families and ancestors 

many of the traditional arts, 

including beading, sewing, 

storytelling, and dance. 

 

RED DEER 

Stones and Bones Event 

Hosted by ASA Red Deer and Red 

Deer Museum & Art Gallery.  

MARCH 9 1PM to 4:30PM at the 

Red Deer Museum & Art Gallery 

Drop-In Event 

--------------------------------------- 

A "Stones and Bones" event is your 

chance to meet with experts, see 

cool items from Alberta's past and 

even get something you have found 

identified! 

 

There are booked two 

paleontologists and an archeologist 

booked to examine your treasures 

and tell you about them.  

 

Bring your fossils - ice age and 

older, stone tools and other 

curiosities down for identification 

and explanation.  

 

Or just come down and meet a 

modern day flintknapper and see 

the treasures brought in by others. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/metis-beading-workshop-tickets-53659007536?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR1-BodT97G2xLUt9xpVXCk97_dEyuNDTh-MSSn6HGonOD-uuyhvc13i4T8
https://www.facebook.com/events/351167559043537/
https://www.facebook.com/events/351167559043537/
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Other Events Around the Province  
 

Chinook Country Historical Society. January 29, 2019 

Location: New Central Library, 802-3 Street SE, Calgary 

Time: 7:00pm  

Program: The Life and Art of Nicholas de Grandmaison. Presented by Ryan Green. 
 

Edmonton and District Historical Society. January 22, 2019 

Location: Queen Alexandra Gym, 7730-106 Street, Edmonton 

Time: 7:30pm 

Program: The Unorthodox Founding of the Ukrainian (Greek) Orthodox Church of 

Canada. Presented by Dr. Jars Balan. 

 
Historical Society of Medicine Hat and District. January 31, 2019 

Location: Studio Theater at the Esplanade 

Time: 7pm 

Program: Bi-annual Show and Tell 

 

Alberta Genealogical Society Conference. April 26-28th, 2019. 

The Archaeological Society of Alberta has booked a table at the event. If you are 

interested in volunteering at the table or if Centers have books etc. they would like 

to sell or distribute let us know.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Archaeological Curation at the Royal Alberta Museum 
Submitted by Karen Giering 

 

The Archaeology Program at the Royal Alberta Museum (RAM) curates the 

largest of the RAM’s collections. We receive our collections in two ways. First, we 

are the central repository for archaeological artifacts recovered in Alberta under 

permits issued through the Heritage Resource Management Branch. Once an 

archaeological permit holder has completed a project, all the artifacts are submitted 

to the RAM for permanent curation. The majority of our collection is received in this 

way.  

https://www.abgenealogy.ca/2019-ags-conference-images-through-time
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The second part of our collection is comprised of donations we receive from 

the public. An average of ten donations per year come from people who have 

gathered collections from their land over many years or have inherited a collection 

from a family member. Once 

a donation is made the 

artifact are numbered, 

catalogued and organized 

into the collection. All 

artifacts, including the ones 

from donations, are used for 

teaching, display, research 

and are sometimes loaned to 

local museum throughout 

Alberta. 

Currently, the 

archaeology program has 38 

outgoing loans of artifacts. 

Fourteen are to small 

community museums across 

the province for display. 

Twenty-four are research loans to universities and archaeological consultants, 

including students who often use the collection for papers and theses.  

The collection is stored in two locations. At the new RAM in downtown 

Edmonton, we store the tools and important, diagnostic or unusual artifacts. 

However, the vast majority of the collection, primarily lithics and bone, is stored in 

an offsite warehouse. This warehouse currently has over 15,000 file size boxes and 

over 11,000,000 catalogued artifacts.  

For more information about the Royal Alberta Museum go to: 

https://royalalbertamuseum.ca 

 
Archaeological Survey of Alberta’s RETROactive Blogs 

For those who are not familiar with RETROactive, please take a moment to 

check it out. It is a very well done blog about Alberta’s past people and the land. 

This link connects to the very first RETROactive blog from January 2011.  

 

I’ve Found Something, Something Really Old! 
It is very exciting to find something that you do not come across every day. 

But please don’t move it! What do you do when you are out on a hike and find an 

arrowhead, a tipi ring, or another “strange” old object? The Archaeological Survey of 

Alberta would like you to report it. Conveniently named, the Report-A-Find 

program, allows people to report their finds and this helps the Archaeological 

Survey to keep track of where and what items are found. Please follow the link to 

find out the process of reporting archaeological finds in Alberta.  

 

https://royalalbertamuseum.ca/
https://albertashistoricplaces.wordpress.com/2011/01/
https://www.alberta.ca/report-archaeological-find.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/report-archaeological-find.aspx
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Arky Life Hack 
 

We all have little inspirations that 

make our lives a little easier. Arky Life Hack 

is a section of the newsletter where we would 

love to hear your feedback about a little trick 

or two you have picked up and would like to 

share in regards to archaeology. Each issue 

will have a theme and respondents will have 

their hack published in the following issue of 

the ASA Provincial Newsletter. Please keep 

it clean, editorial discretion will be used. 

Pictures and/or up 150 words are welcome. 

Let us know if you would like your name 

printed with your submission. Deadline 
date for the Feb/Mar issue is January 

15th.  Arkysocietyalberta@gmail.com is 

waiting for your inspiration.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

From the World Wide Web…. 

 
Taking a look back at the year 2018 archaeology stories. 

 

From LIVE SCIENCE: 

10 Things We Learned About the First 

Americans in 2018 

 
The 10 Biggest Archaeology Stories of 2018 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Archaeological Society of Archaeology is funded by the Alberta Historical 

Resources Foundation. 

 

How have you used….DUCK TAPE….in archaeology? 
 

Credit: Centre for the Study of the First Americans /  
Texas A&M University 

mailto:Arkysocietyalberta@gmail.com
https://www.livescience.com/64339-first-americans-discoveries.html
https://www.livescience.com/64339-first-americans-discoveries.html
https://www.livescience.com/64383-biggest-archaeology-finds-of-2018.html

