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Introduction to the Spring Issue

Greetings toall CAA membersas we fast
approachthe annual meeting in London,
Ontario!

The birds are singing and the grass is
greening in many part of the country,
hopefully whetting appetites for another
field season. And what better way to start
thinking about getting our trowels dirty than
to read about thgreat discoveries madast
yea by colleagues and friends in different
regions?

As usual, thisvork gets a national forurm
the CAA Newsletterthanks to the efforts of
our regional editors, those friendly
hardworking folks who cajole, encourage,
and/or harass on behalf of the Assicin.
Please continue to make their lives a little
easier by contributing to the Newsletter, in
the process helping make the CAA thetgo
organisation for Canadian archaeology.

Al s o, pl e as e check authe
changegroposed to the CA& €ondgitution
as outlined in a recent message from the

Associ at i onl@éasnm&eabautut i vas. exemplaires

these amendmentsy attendingthe CAA
Annual General MeetingMay 17, 2014,
15:3017:30, or by accessinghe Members
Only section of the CAA homepage:

https://canadianarchaeology.com/caa/user/login
?destination=node%2F2
http://canadianarchaeology.com/caa/fr/user/login

Karen Ryan, Newsletter editor
caanewsletter@gmail.com
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CAA Membership Sign -up and
Renewal

Your membership in the Canadian

Archaeological Association is due on April 1,
of the new year In order to receive your twe
issues of theCAA Newsletter the Canadian
Journal of Archaeology and maintain yout
logon account for th&embers Only Sectioof

the CAA Web Site, you are encouraged

establish or renew your membership as soot
possible

To renew your membership, please log in to
your CAA user account at
http://canadianarchaeology.com/caa/user/log
destination=civicrm/contributgansact?id=1

ACA Devenir membre - Premiere

inscription et Renouvellement

f 0\oQe® dotisatidh al'Association canadienne

d'archéologie est due la premiére journée de
janvier de la nouvelle annéeAfin de recevoir
du Journal canadien
d'archéologie, du Bulletin de I'ACA et de
continuer a accéder a la Section réservée
membres du site Internet de I'ACA, nous vc
encourageons a renouveler votre adhésion
encore a devenir membre de ['Associati
canadienne d'archéologie

Pourrenouveler votre statut de membre,
veuillezvous rendre dans votre compte en
ligne.
http://canadianarchaeology.com/caa/user/log
destination=civicrnftontribute/transact?id=1
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Yukon

Twenty-seven permits were issued in the
2013 field season in Yukon; of these, two
permits were cancelled: one due to the
proposed development not proceeding and
the second, the annual ice patch monitoring
and recovery project, was cancelled as a
result ofa FN court injunction against the
proposed research.

Ty Heffner (Matrix Research Ltd., now
Stantec), on behalf of Yukon Government,
undertook a pilot study in archaeological site
potential modelling in the Klondike and

Mayo Mining Districts. GlSBased
Archaeological Potential Models are
effective tools for largecale regional

planning in many Canadian jurisdictions, but
have not seen extensive use in Yukon to
date. The project was funded by the
Canadian Northern Economic Development
Agency (CanNor)i Targeted Investment
Program and the Government of Yukon
Energy, Mines & Resources, Tourism &
Culture and Economic Development, and
was conducted in partnership with the
Heritage Offices of
in Dawson City and the First Nation of Na
choNyéak Dun, in Mayo, as the managers of
heritage resources on First Nations lands.

~—~t

A total of 135 archaeological sites were
identified or revisited during the project,
vastly increasing the available inventory
information for these regions of Yukon
(Figure 1) Predictably, the lack of available
Digital Elevation Model data for Yukon has
limited model precision but this project is
considered a promising first step to
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developing potential modelling as a tool for
regional planning in the Yukon.

Figure 1. Conducting a site survey as part of the
Dawson-Mayo site inventory.

As well, Stantec (Ty Heffner) carried out
five additional projects for mineral and oil
and gas exploration and forestry projects in
various locations the Yukon, and completed
an inventory of archaeological sites within

ciyRimitd for@ne it & tvhitkh¥rdeC h 01 n

James Mooney (Ecofor Consulting Ltd.)
completed eleven permitted field projects
including additional assessment of the
Freegold Road Extension and realignments
of the Rober Campbell Highway in central
Yukon, impact assessment at the proposed
Atlin Lake campground, the lbex Valley
Agricultural Subdivision, the Fish Lake
Hydro project, and the proposed Canyon
subdivision on the Alaska Highway near
Aishihik River. As well, mifing exploration
projects and timber harvest areas were

Be ¥
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assessedpreliminarywork was undertaken revisited a number of sites identified in
in connection with the Faro mine previous surveys (2009 and 2010) by Kirstin
abandonment, and salvage was completed Saucey. Radiocarbon dates from K#gi
also on a site accidentally impacted by (Figure 2) located on an old terrace of the
access development on Britannia Creek, in Yukon River at the Britannia Creek
cental Yukon. confluence, returned dates on calcined bone
from basal levels at about 13,900 (cal BP).
Additional work is planned at this site,
which is row among the oldest known sites
in Canada.

Altamira Heritage Consulting (Alberta)

continued assessment work in the Casino
Mine project area in central Yukon. Project
archaeologist Margarita de Guzman

Legend
Beaufort Sea * ki3

O Alaska Sites
‘ ©  Yukon Sites
Water

Glaciers (13.5k)
NN\ Rivers (Modern)

Glacial Ice
13,500 BP cal

GqubfAIaska n U

Figure 2. Map of western Yukon and Alaska showing the location of KfVi-3.

John Pollack and Sean Adams continued the Greg Hare (Senior Projects Archaeologist,
I nstitute of Naut i cvakon ArchaedalopyaCfficd) amgl yCaristian
inventory of underwater wreck on the Thomas partnered once again with Sarah
Yukon River, this season focussing on the Laxton of theYukon Geological Survey to
sternwheeler graveyard near Dawson City. carry out GPR mapping at the Pioneer
Cemetery to assist the City of Whitehorse in
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planning improvements to the site. Staff also assisted the First Nation of N2ho Nyak
undertook testing to ensure no graves were Dun Heritage Office in recovery and
located outside of the cemetery boundaries reinterment of eroding skeletal material at
where a new dealopment is scheduled for Lansing Post.

construction in 2015/16. Chris Thomas also

Figure 3. Heritage and Culture Certificate students from Yukon College participating in a field school.

Yukon College field schools continued at Culture Certificate students, headed up by
the late Pleistocene Little John site (headed Victoria Castillo(Figure 3)

up by Norm Easton), and at Canyon City,

near Whitehorse, for the Heritage and

° UUxR &dée ¥aUlglagid eU
archaeology lecture on YouTube!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrMJoQWbi_s
&list=FLW6uhCWLSbIICB-UDaDi lg&index=13

G. Hare
Governmentof Yukon
Tourism and Culture

7 independently organized TED event
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British Columbia

Langara College Archaeology Field
School 2013:Neo-Urban Archaeology in
Stanley Park and Langara Campus

Stanley A. CoppPh.D.
(copp@langara.bc.ta

Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
Langara College

Following on the success of the 2012
archaeology field school, students once
again excavated artifacts, features and
replica human skeletal remains at our on
campus, purposkuilt, combined
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archaetogical and forensic crimsecene
0sitebod.

T hr e esqudre bBboxes containing seven
sets of replica human skeletal remains
configured as forensic archaeological
features were excavated according to
standard methodologies and protocols. An
additional box corsined artifacts and

features, including a “cale replica human

skeleton.

Students also conducted at least eight full
days of pedestrian survey in Stanley Park.
Surveys included both int¢idal and interior
forest areas and resulted in an excellent
exposire to the range of CMTs (culturally
modified trees) extant in the paikigure 1)

Figure 1. Student participants in the 2013 Langara College archaeology field school.
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Other sites investigated ranged from a recent
scatter of human cremains (bones and ash),
lithic scatters, middens, canoe runs, fish
traps, curious discard patterns of spark plugs
and other artifacts founia inter-tidal zones,

to Aboriginal sacred stone features as well
as examination of ethnohistoric sites within
the park.

Students were tested to BC government
RISC Archaeology and CMT survey
certification standards. Thanks are due the
Archaeology BrancHor allowing the RISC
course to be embedded in Langara
archaeology field schools.

Mapping skills ranged from simple compass
and pace, through transit and theodolite use
as well as producing contour and 3D

wireframe maps wi t h

integr at i rgos codr@inaes with

OziexplorerE and MapsS:

software programs.

These skills were incorporated into
Archaeological  Overview  Assessment
projects such as would be required for
construction of further seawall walkways
from Stanley Park to therraser River,
replacement of the Patullo Bridge in New
Westminster, and searching for downed
WWII military aircraft.

Downloadable copies of our 2012 and 2013
reports are available at
www.langara.bc.ca/archaeolagy
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Regional Archaeological

Associations

British Columbia

www.asbc.bc.ca/
www.uashbc.com/

Alberta

www.arkyalberta.com

Saskatchewan

www.saskarchsoc.ca

Manitoba

www.manitobaarchaeologicalsociety.ca/

Ontario

www.ontarioarchaeology.on.ca/

Quebec

www.archeologie.qc.ca/

New Brunswick

www.archaeological.org/societies/newbrunswick

Nova Scotia

www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com/

Prince Edward Island

www.gov.pe.ca/peimhf/

Newfoundlandand Labrador

www.facebook.com/NLArchSociety/info



http://www.langara.bc.ca/archaeology
http://www.asbc.bc.ca/
http://www.uasbc.com/
http://www.arkyalberta.com/
http://www.saskarchsoc.ca/
http://www.manitobaarchaeologicalsociety.ca/
http://www.ontarioarchaeology.on.ca/
http://www.archeologie.qc.ca/
http://www.archaeological.org/societies/newbrunswick
http://www.novascotiaarchaeologysociety.com/
http://www.gov.pe.ca/peimhf/
http://www.facebook.com/NLArchSociety/info

,®xU0bUaaalvyxO0a

Northwest Territories

Arctic Cultural Heritage at Risk: Climate
Change Impacts on the Archaeological
Record in the Western Canadian Arctic

Max Friesen
(NWT Archaeolog Permit 2013001)

Department of Anthropology, Univaity of
Toronto

The Lower East Channel of the Mackenzie
River, including eastern Richards Island and
the north coast of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula
is home to many archaeological sites which
tell an important part of the history of
Inuvialuit life over manycenturies. This
includes the major settlements of
Kitigaaryuit (Kittigazuit), Kuukpak, and
Nuvugaq (Atkinson Point), as well as many
other winter villages, smaller camps, and
areas which saw specialized hunting and
fishing. These sites are now threatbriy
climate change, which is causing erosion of
the coasts where Inuvialuit built their largest
villages. For example, the site of Nuvugaq

which once held at least 17 large sod houses §

T is now completely destroyed by erosion.
In addition to significah coastal erosion,
warmer temperatures are also causing the
permafrost to thaw, so delicate artifacts that
have been frozen for centuries are now
rotting and being destroyed.

This projecti k n o wn t he
Heritage at
collaboration between the University of
Toronto and the Inuvialuit Cultural Resource
Centre. It is designed to reveal which parts

as
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of the coast are being eroded most quickl
and which heritage sites are being destroyed.
Once we understand which sites are most at
risk, we will decide which should be
excavated, in order to save their contents
before they are destroyed. The work,
conducted under class 1 archaeological
permit 2013001, was completed in July of
2013. A 3person survey team (archaeologist
Max Friesen; Inuvialuit environmental
technician Lawrence Rogers; PhD student

Mi ke OORourke) spent
most important archaeological sites by
helicopter. Thei main goal was to

determine which sites are most at risk of
destruction over the next D years. All of
the major coastal sites are showing signs of
destruction through erosion, but some sites
are in much worse shape than others. For
example, the fotlwing provides short
descriptions of three sites, to show examples
of the survey results:

Figure 1. Lawrence Rogers examines floor and wall
timbers of a half-eroded house at the McKinley Bay

Cul tur al
CHAR)

1 The McKinley Bay sitgFigure 1)is
located near theeast end of the

.ccaxyoey
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Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula, and contains per year. One of the 11 houses has
11 sod houses. It is around 500 been mostly eroded (only part of it
years old, and is located in an area remains), and another is on the very
where Inuvialuit hunted bowhead edge of the bluff and may be
whales. During 2013, we compared destroyed next time there is a major
the current status of the site to maps storm. The field crew hammered in
by Matthew Betts in 2004. nithe 9 two rows of stakes at the site, so
years since then, the bluff has been erosion could be  measured
eroding at a rate of almost a metre accurately next time we visit.

Figure 2. The eroding bluff at Kuukpak. At centre and on right are bones, artifacts, and house timbers
eroding from ancient houses.

1 The Kuukpaksite is one of the two of people. Our survey revealed that
largest and most important Inuvialuit some areas ofhe site are eroding
beluga whale hunting sites. It very rapidly, with house timbers,
stretches for over 1 km along the beluga bones, and large numbers of
shore of Richards Island, and in the artifacts washing into the ocean
1800s it would have held hundreds (Figure 2)
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1 The site of Kitigaaryuit (previously
known as Kittigazuit) has been
designated a national historic site
because of its importance to
Inuvialuit history. This means that
special care must be taken to make
sure the site is understood, and
protected. During our 2013 visit,
most of the site appeared to be
stable, with minimal erosion. The
only exception is on the narrow rkec
of land at the north end of the site,
though the speed of erosion is not
clear. One important factor is that
vegetation, and especially willows,
are growing at a very rapid pace on
the site. Plant roots, combined with

melting permafrost, are likely
degroying the very large, and
important, Inuvialuit sod houses on
the site.

In the summer of 2014, the Arctic CHAR
team plans to return to the Mackenzie Delta
and begin salvaging information from these
threatened sites.

Archaeological Investigations for the

Tibbitt to Contwoyto Winter Road

Jean Bussey
(NWT Archaeology Permit 201802)

Points West Heritage Consulting Ltd.

In 2013, Points West Heritage Consulting
Ltd. conducted an archaeological inspection
tour on behalf of the Joint Venture (JV) that
operates the Tibbitt to Contwoyto Winter

10
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Road. The objective of this work was to

monitor the protected archaeological sites

that have been identified through past
fieldwork in the area. The work was
conducted under Northwest Territories Class

2 Archaeologisi s Per m02thel2by 1 3

Jean Bussey.

The Tibbitt to Contwoyto winter road runs
from the south end of Tibbitt Lake near
Yellowknife to almost the north end of
Contwoyto Lake in Nunavut. In the past,

the ice road was utilized every winter, but
since he winter of 2008009 it has not
been routinely constructed past the north of
Lac de Gras due to a lack of mining activity.
Because of this, the 2013 archaeological
investigations were limited to the portion of
the ice road south of Lac de Gras.

Figure 1. View North of newly painted markers at
LcNs-140.

In previous years, a number of
archaeological sites located near the winter
road or its associated developments (such as
gravel pits and camps) were marked by
stakes to ensure avoidance during tetn
activities (Figure 1) The archaeological
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investigations associated with this permit
involved visiting the marked archaeological
sites and inspecting their condition as well
as the condition of their markers. In total,
there are seven sites along pges or near
camps that are protected from accidental
impact by the installation of markers,
including one site in Nunavut. Whenever
possible, these markers are at least 30 metres
from the sites, but in some instances this is
not possible because road dBpment
occurred prior to archaeological
investigations. Five of these sites are south
of Lac de Gras and were revisited in 2013;
an unmarked site near an exhausted gravel
source was also revisited. In addition, at
three gravel sources, the maximum extef
borrowing has been defined by markers and
these locations were examined from the air
and/or ground.

Figure 2. Location requiring an additional cement
barrier to protect KjPa-1.

At each location where there are
archaeological sites that migbe affected

by ongoing winter road activity, damaged or
insecure stakes were replaced and the tops of
all markers were sprayed with fluorescent

11
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paint to make them more visible in winter.
The markers at one developing gravel source
were also examined amdpainted. The only
concern identified involved a site near
Lockhart Lake camp and that issue has been
resolved by the proposed installation of an
additional cement barrier to protect KiRa
(Figure 2)

Gahcho Kué Project 2013

Jean Bussey
(NWT Archaeology Permit 20:803)

Points West Heritage Consulting Ltd.

Points West Heritage Consulting Ltd.
Conducted archaeological investigations for
De Beers Canada Inc. at Kennady Lake, the
location of the proposed Gahcho Kué Mine.
The project area is apgximately 280 km
northeast of Yellowknife and 140 km north
of Gutsel kode. Jean
investigations under Class 2 Northwest
Territories
003. She was assisted by Gabriella Prager,
Carol Rushworth and Robert Dawef
Points West, and Janet Rabesca, Peter
(Sonny) Marlowe and Myranda Calumet,
residents of the NWT.

The objectives of the 2013 field

investigations were to complete as many of
the recommendations identified in the 2012
Gahcho Kué Archaeological Manageame

Plan as possible. The archaeological
management plan provides
recommendations on the type and level of
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